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The best from Chile,
Argentina, Brazil
and Uruguay
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Top Malbec, Pinot Noir,

Tannat and exciting
South American whites
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Patagonia — and more




PATAGONIA:
THE NEW FRONTIER

With climate change pushing themm imbo coober termtony, intrepsd South Amenican




Eraxom apd Mo Wiy ot s s oo ripe L Han Haggs

R pasl decsde, wincmabers in
Chile and Argentina have mored
berwveed wihal was neemas ibe final
feomiser for Sowlh AmeTican
vilicubiane s into the oood climabes aed wilkd
lefrains of Pabigomia. Grosing ofldetce and
ENperlise; @ quest Sor koweT bem peral ures and
gEreabet wabed evailabalily im Qe [80e of climale
change; and a thirsl o adventure = afl of
e [aciors are keading the curnent
gene ridion of winemikors furtler south

The spanety populated wilderness of
Pategomin, Al Lhe 1as] el of R Copdinenl, Fas
e rapla red wivagers fof cenduries. When Lhe
fameed 868 b-rentury explorer Fepdanard
Magellan sailed around these saslhern
archipelagnes, he desoribed it as the lamd o
gainls — the band of 1he patagsn.

Padagomia bs indieed nodhing short of
gaaniac 1 mallon km? of Bnd surrownded by
Lo oosa s, Awe-insparing landsca pes range
froemn hainging Flaciers, mountain peals and
demse lofests Lo ERcneTEpPed wlca BO0es, wifkd-
whipped deseris and orysial-clear lakes.

Im Arpgentina, Patagonia begins af the
Huinoul Fault or the Neuguén Basin, where the
Rbo Megro runs castwards, providing lertile
lands Ehat brer Been planted widlh vines for
ver acentury. Mo one, howeser, daned plant
Nariher sogih, whene emnperaiunes daopped,
wii il piched ap and conditions grew hardber.
The leasahie vitanalural lsmii was seen as 395

Virgin terrain
what Patagonaa did ofter, thoggh, wis excellent
My-Ciskdng. And il was o ofe such lEhing trip
U Wl o wi e TermreT BT Euircdn Wieineri
pondered homs [he oomd iHions oied
remnerkakbdy similar io those of another
farvetarite fishing spod of his: Onegon in (e LIS
= wihene be'd lasted decent iocal wine

S0 im 1990, Weinert took his winemabers
son, Roberh de s Mobs, of the 1.500&m drive
sguth from Mendom, willh & truck [slled wiilh
B wines 10 plapd ip thas vingan tereain, The
local agricalture indtilute Bugbhed the pair out
ol U 0 TR0, & nadl insbeed Chey wend door o
door, asking local residenis 1o plant vines in
their gardens.

‘My misiaon was Lo trial the vibe in
diflerent sibes, and then by Lhe grapes irom
1 e TS A Pl wi e, AR WRi Raer
wilhin thiee yoads (e vines had their firs
fmait amnd § was enough o ooerence kim bo
Py bamed amed plant 27ha an El Howo, 88 42°5.

He planted oool-climate varieties he'd
knorw in Omegnn = Pinod ME, Chandonnay,
Rialang, Gzl rami ner = and aleg Merlod,
“hecause | lowe nothing more (han Meriot!”

Thiad (irs1 vimlage of Meriol is remarably

ol Soaday, resplendent with evobved berry

B4 | Detabher 2009 =« Decamier

and {mafile arcenes Pyl relasning scadity amd
lenason more [Ran a decade Raber. The greatess
Izt of that first advenbare, thomgh, is the
inteflociual seed sowwn, Enad Lha dissemination
ol wines ip families in Chubut who contioue
ik g wei o L B wa iR oyt

Unigque profile

Emall, patison-driven wine peojecls are
leading the expansion of Chubut's 100ka wine
region. Mosl esleles afe (ucked imto the
Andean fnothalls, where valleys ofler some
ragele [P ERa i Tl

“Froel isa really bif challenge, bul we are
somestat prolecied from the wind here,” says
Sofia Elena, winemaber &l Conlra Coarienle,
anl her vineyard ikat was staried by keen
afpghet s witd @150 Feiret 8 Niahing lodge. “This
extreme [amif of cool-ch male valsoalture kS
whait gives the wines here & wnigoe profile -
I'd pevid Lried admyilsing lidor il in Argentina
eture, wihiach b5 witey | came here 1o make
wilng, &hit s

Thiis imd ellbec fual stimwlalion and
distinctive wine profile is siiracling many
Argentinian winemakers 8o Lhe region and its
fresh end fligree wines, which are 8 work!
vy [poim phash Meadotsn Malbe:. Bal
Palagionia’s pobential is onty begfinning io be
1 plideel, 55 povethl PRoducers monee ewnel
ke muoantain oorridor and Lowards [he coass.

Risk-laking winemaker Matias Machelini
has planted in Chabutl’s seawted-larming
district in Bahia Bustamanie, ab o iktede ol
45,175, just metres (roem the sea. It i the ladest
i & prowing number of coastal plentatioes in
Angenting, which inclade the sizeabie progeris
o Tapiz (45ha in Viedma, £08°%) and
Trapiche (30ba in Chapadmalal, 35 1°5).

Thee Bigpest irrecsimeni dawn Rere,
horwever, ks in Lhe Falagonkan Steppes, where
Argentinaen hillsonaire and wine magnaie
Albrjandng Falghenoni Fad plafiled Lhe workds
southernmest commercial sineyarnd, al
45 33%5 On purchasing & cherry lermin
Sarmienio, near Lago Musters, Balgheroni

“This extreme limit of

chmate viniculture is what gives
the wines here a unique protfile -
I'd never tried anything like it

in Argentina betore’
e Dena, above
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Al Agutanl’'y 3 i
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asked bis dreamoieam of consalianis Gl
et Pedio Parsa amne 1Ty el wi i boer
Alberto Anlonini) about Uhe teasibality of
making wine thene, In 2011 1bey concunmeal
il planted & 50ha vinonand, which is fom
o pg 1o Erustaon widh the first oomm meercial
et of Olicdia I 7

Sele srieclon & erormously imporLant in
such an extreme ervimn mend. Alhough
winemakers are repscing al Lhe betler waber
supplics in the south, bamadity is & new

But & is [mosd and the southern winds fop o

chadlergge jor (hose uded b0 arkd wine neagions.

100He i et P Ty thial are Catsl perils of
Patagonian wilkculare. But this isa feal thal
Producers are increasingdy willing to lece, and
ol ofly in Afgentina

The Austral region
Vines traversed Uheir wary Lheoug b most of
Chale alumirg R Oerliarics of immigrelash,
bul commercial wine production slopped at
Fiboy B&0. Mok canty wiks e conder, weiler climate
epen) &S inhospitable for viees, bud southern
Chile (knovwn locally as the Aussiral regon,
rather tkan Palmgoria] was &l @ 62 pongFokd
ol 1 Rathee Mapache population, who
weren T amenahle b oalsaders of 1hesr
business endearvours. Despile Chile’s exlenche
viticuliumad spread elsewhene, anywhere below
e By By Rt it it by call Eba .

Ini the early 1990s, al Lhe same Lime a3 other
winemakers began cxploring the coastline of
Catablancs bor oooder cimabes, one producer
Boikord =ousth, Everpnne sad 1 vweas oot of my
i, bt B Laslesd Mew Teala Pl s wines and
belimard il would be possible in soutbers Chile
100, explains Agaitania winemaker Felipe de
Sodmmini bac, who planted Sha of Cha sdon nay
in Malkecoan 13

Although kiadleco is o & similar latiduede 1o
Wi Megino in Arpentina, i reoehas more ihan
1.000m en o rain enraally compared to Ria
megro's 200mm. B was the firs! wineyasd in
Chile to he plarded within Zome [of the
Winkler Iradex, cofmparalde Lo Champagre.
‘I knew it had great potential lor sparkisng
wilne, says 3¢ Solminihac, ot the s
malarelon was geal fof devcloping complen
Aroms and pelaining acidity in still wines ion”

Thve wri s qquibcichy starbed o speal for
ihemsedvrs, and by 2002 & denomiration of
ol i wais orealed for the wndgue wines of
Malleoo = a1 Lhe time Chile's smallest D0, of
just Sha. Today, there are more than 120ha
and 24 prodiadets socking Mallooo's urbigue
profile of wines.

"Thene are dew wilnes §n Che workd (rom
o g violcanic snils sach o this, and we were
wecEled Do Ery i, explains Clos des Fous
winemaker Frangois Massoc, “The scarcity of
waleT anad The warmeT iemperslanss are an
anaderiiabde lact of climale change, and Bere in
e south we still get this opporiunity for
opbr-LCEimale expresson s of varictics such as
Riesling. Chardonnsy and Pifod Mol

It's ihese three varietses (as still wines znd
Faaditical-ma i hod sparkEing s that afe
defiming Amstral Chile. And this cosder-climale
prodile has sitracted many other terenir
humlers 1o Malleon, laking vineyards i even
mare exirerns ncadions, aach as the De
Marting brodbers’ vineyard on the sopes od
e Willarrics wodcang, at T0m aliitode. =
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Osorno and beyond

Although the action is concentrated in
Malleco, the new frontier of Chilean wine is
much further sputh - 350km away in Osorno.
Since 2006, a hand{ul of small producers,
including Cruchon and Ribera Pellin, have putl
the Bueno Valley in central Osorno on the map
wilh, respectively, their fresh Pinol Noirs and
characterful sparkling wines.

Another emerging star in Osorno is Trapi,
with 8ha in the coastal hills. ‘We started
looking [or a8 vineyard site in 2005, says
afronomist Luis Moller. ‘It took years to find
the right northern exposure Lo get all the extra
sunhight, and even then we lost the first three
vears of production to frostl

Daytime lemperatures reach 30°C but
evenings can drop to -5"C, even in summer.
But with ampile water supply: Trapi now uses
sprinkler systems to protect its vines from
[rost. It's als0 expanding its vineyard 1o meel
demand from another producer making
Osorno wines — Miguel Torres.

“We're very concerned aboput climate
change, explains Torres winemaker Eduardo
Jordan. *Chile’s Central Valleys have seen a
significant impact since 2007, with half as
much rain and maximum temperatures
reaching 2°C higher. This is why we are
imvesting in the south.” Torres has purchased a
further 5,700ha even (urther south, in which
it has already planted experimental vineyards
—a likely precursor of the general migration of
big companies in this direction.

The most profific producer in Osorno (or
now, though, is Casa Silva —one of the original
Osorno pioneers, which planted in Lago Ranco
in 2007. Now with 14ha, the vineyard's
lakeside position (on sunny slopes just &00m
from the 410km* Ranco Lake) puls il in a
narrow [rost-lree zone.

*The biggest challenge for us has been
logistics rather than climate,” says agronomist
René Vasquez, “Training a viticultural leam in
a cattle-breeding region isn't easy!’ Despite the
associaled high costs, it's 4 rewarding
challenge, says commercial director Arnaud
Frennel: "Osorno is a challenge, lrom viticulture
and winemaking to the commercial standpoint,
but these wines fill us with adrenaline.’

Exhilarating

Adrenaline-seeking is perhaps what led avid
sailor Aurelip Montes to plant a vineyard on
the island of Chiloé (al 42.6°5) lasl year, and
Undurraga to plant on the side of General
Carrera Lake in 2008, al 45.33"5. Bul
Patagonia is still a land for the brave, as
Undurraga winemaker Ralael Urrejola can
altest alter the winery had Lo abandon its
project in 2016. ‘Even though the climatic data

‘We’re very concerned about
climate change. This is why
we are investing in the south’

Eduardo Jordan, abowve

= =
Below: Trapi del Bueno | made sense, Lthe vines couldn't survive the
Pinot Noirfrom Osomno, | extreme climate and winds,” he explains.
whens temperatures Urrejola did, however, manage 1o get ong
dropto-55C at night vintage from his Patagonian vines —in 2012.

That taste of the forbsdden [ruit, which he
describes as ‘unlike any Pinot | ever imagined
in Chile’, has made him adamant that he will
return. ‘Despite all the challenges, 11 make
wine there again in the fulure,” he asserts.
*The feeling of making wine in the remoteness
of Patagonia is exhilarating.’

These Palagonian wine adventures are also
exhilarating for consumers. In a very short
space of time, and despite being from very
young vines, the wines of both Argentinian
and Chilean Patagonia are becoming some of
the most distinctive on the continent. They
have brought an exciting new dimension to
South American wine: one with Ireshness,
delicacy and acidity to the fore.

In my opinion, it is nol only the climate and
grape varieties that give these wines a
commaon siyle stamp, but also the evolving
tastes, expertise and adventurous nature of
Lhis new wave of producers. These wines ang
certainty worthy of their own cross-nation
denomination — perhaps of Austral Sparkling
or Palagonian Pinol. The artisanal nature of
the winemaking, and the elfort required from
the challenging Lerroir, pul Palagonian wines
in a league of their own. >
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Patagonia p1cks top bottles to try

Trapl del Bueno, Brut Mature Traditional
Method, Osorno, Chile 2016 93

M LK wowr, i 1

This boutique production in Osomo shows
tha great potential for charactertul wineas
and top-rabch traditional-method bubbly
here, Wild notes of cider apples and honey
comibine with yeasty complexity froma
year on the lees to round off this cool-
chimate Chardonnay and Riesling blend.
Drink 2019-2022 Alcohol 11.5%

(T Aguitania, Sol de Sol Chardonnay,
HMalleco, Chile 201595

M4 UK www.aquitania

The Laut acidity on the palate balandes
this rich, barrel-fermented Chardonnay,
which sings with seductive notes of Meyer
lemon, hazelnut and lavender. For me this
is Malleca's equivalent of a fine Burgundy.
Drink 2019-2030 Alc 13%

i(7) Casa Silva, Lago Ranco Riesling,
Osorno, Chile 2016 94

E18.9%-£20 Jackson Mugent Vintners,
Flald & Fawcett, The Oxtord Wine Co

The proximity of these vineyards to the
encrmous Ranco lake helps to moderate
the most extreme of the temperatures,
and the result is a well-balanced and
harmonious wine, Vibrantly fresh nose,
with blossom and citrus notes layered
over heady petrol aromas, This top-value
Riesling has great typicity, and would
make an ideal partner for Asian dishes,
Drink 2019-2025 Ale 11.5%

THONTA
[IEY |

Clos des Fous, Felicea Riesling, Malleco,
Chile 2017 94

POA Liberty Wines

Winemaker Frangols Massoc is a master of
the barrel and you'd never know that this
thrilling Riasling spends 20 months in oak.
Bone-dry with electric acidity, thisisa
racy, cool-climate wine from volcanic
wineyards in Malleco. The palate displays
vibrant citrus and mineral notes witha
waxy finish. Drink 2019-2025 Alc 14%

(T1Otronla Patagonia Extrema, Block 38
6 Chardonnay, Chubut, Argentina 2017
92

POA Bibendum Wine

Madein the wind-beaten steppes of
Chubut, at parallel 45,3375, this winery
claims to be the southernmost commercial
production in the world, This austera
Chardonnay is just as extreme, witha
pulsating acidity on the palate, slong with
savoury notes af dried herbs, Nowers and
crushed rock. Drink 2019-2025 Alc13.8%

(&} Miguel Terres Chile, Cordillera
Sauvignon Blanc, Osorna, Chile 2018 91
E17 (2017 Fails

From Sauvignon Blanc grapes planted on
terraced vineyands in La Unicn, in the
coastal hills of Osorng, where the cood
climabe preserves a razor-sharp acidity
with an austere, mineral mouthfeel, A lean
and mouthwatering style, with delicate
aromas hinting at lemon sherbet and
passionfrut. Drink 2019-2022 Al 12%
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ElBodega Volcanes, Tectonla
Chardonnay, Malleco, Chile 2017 90
£18.95 viaUK agent Connolssour Estatos

An inspired addition to the Volcanes
portiolio of wines from volcanic soils
ancund Chile. Orcharnd fruits lean towards
a tropical expression in this warmer
vintage. Refreshing and bright, with zesty
acidity. Drink 2019-2022 Alc 13%

Casa Sliva, Lagoe Ranco Pinot Noir,
Dsorno, Chile 2017 91

£18.99-£20 via UK Agent Jackion Nugent
Vininers

Fresh strawberry and cranberry arpmas
are becoming a trademark of cool-climate
COsomo Pinot Noir, Forest herb and
graphite aromas add comphexity toan
otherwise ultimately gluggable and
crunchy wine. Drink 2019-2022 Alc 12%

Undurraga, TH Plnot Nolr, Malleco, Chile
20017910

£19.99 Eurowines

It you want tounderstand the different
profile of Austral Pinod, try this alongside
the coastal Leyda Pinot from the same
Terroir Hunter series. Cooler notes of fresh
forest berries, pencil shavings and cigar
smoke linger, making this the earthy and
wild alter-ego of Chile's coast, Drink
2019-2024 Akc 13.6%

(E}Contra Corriente, Pinot Noir, Chubut,
Argentina 2018 90

M4 UK www bodegacontracormiente.com
When fly-fishermen Rance and Travis
planted a vineyard in Trevelin, they got
maore than they anticipated, including a
wine clulbin the US on the demand of
fishing lodge guests. This lively Pinot has
fresh torest fruit, litted florals and peppery
tannins. Drink 2019-2022 Al 12.4% 0

Amanda Barnes
Is a wine and
travel writar
whao has been
based In South
America since
2009



